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MOUSE’S TANK
THE LEGEND RETOLD
The Southern Paiute had lived in the 
harsh Mojave Desert for eons before 
white men moved into the area. For most 
of Mouse’s life he had been a thorn in the 
side of the whites who were taking his 
homeland at an alarming rate. Generally, 
the whites met little resistance from the 
Southern Paiute, and then along came a 
Native American man who believed that, 
at the very least, the white man should 
acknowledge and respect the ways of the 
Southern Paiute. 

That man was Mouse. For stealing 
something as insignifi cant as a steel-

bladed sheath knife, Mouse became  the 
target of whites in Southern Nevada. 

Mouse’s Tank makes compelling read-
ing for anyone interested in the Mojave 
Desert, the Southern Paiute and the 
encroachment of the whites into South-
ern Nevada.

• A colorful retelling of a story in local 
history that remains a beloved part of 
Southern Nevada legend and lore.

• National newspaper advertising 
campaign.

• Personal appearances by the author, 
book signings, media interviews.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Mike Donahue is the creator of this 
fi ctionalized account of Mouse, a 
historical fi gure in Southern Paiute 
lore, and who actually lived in the 
area in the 1800s. 

A retired journalist, Donahue 
has written about the West and its 
inhabitants for more than thirty 
years. He earned a BS in journal-
ism from Utah State University and 
taught journalism at Utah State 
and Oklahoma State University. He 
has received many awards for his 
work, including the national William 
Blakeslee award for outstanding sci-
entifi c reporting from the American 
Heart Association. 

Born in Utah, Donahue and his 
wife Linda own and operate a horse 
farm in Overton about twenty miles 
from the real Mouse’s tank and the 
Valley of Fire.
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Mouse’s Tank provides 
an unusually accurate 
portrayal of a South-
ern Paiute living in 
the Valley of Fire area. 
Although fi ction, the 
author captures the true 
essence of our culture 
and spirituality.

— RICHARD W. ARNOLD
Executive Director

Las Vegas Indian Center


